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THE COINAGE OF THE POPES; ITS RISE, PROGRESS AND 
TERMINATION. 


UNPREPARED to do justice to this important specialty of numismatic 
study, I may yet be able to stir up to the task some one more competent and 
having more time. 

Whether Bishops are proper authorities for coining money, is not for us 
to settle. They have done it, here and there, and from age to age. In 
Anglo-Saxon times, the Archbishops of York and Canterbury had their Mints. 
In later centuries, even down to the day when the first Napoleon overturned 
everything, various Archbishops and Bishops of Germany issued their own 
money. And for nearly eleven centuries, namely, from the latter part of the 
eighth century to ‘only the other day,” the Bishop of Rome exercised this 
secular prerogative. It is of this last instance, by far the most interesting and 
important, that we propose now to make some notes. 

The original Church was not planted upon a money basis. It had no 
capital, no endowment, no rich men. There are several intimations that its 
Author never carried a piece of money about his person. In his memorable 
answer about paying tribute to Caesar, he had to ask for a penny by way of 
illustration. When the temple-tax was to be paid, the astonished disciple was 
sent to find it in a fish’s mouth. The twelve disciples evidently looked upon 
three hundred pence (denaria) as a great sum of money, not to be wasted on 
ointment. And the first occupant of St. Peter's chair, Peter himself, spoke 
disrespectfully of money. ‘Silver and gold have I none,” was his reply to 
an appeal for alms. The salvation which he preached, was not to be made 
little by comparison with “ corruptible silver and gold,” as he expressly says 
in one of his Epistles. 

Turning rapidly the wheel of ages, we come upon the times when this 
poverty had vanished, or was to be found only in the cells of the monasteries. 
The imposing cathedrals, the golden vestments, and the paraphernalia of the 
altars, all needed the outlay of money. Besides, the Bishop of Rome had 
become a temporal prince, and the State must have its currency. The Peter- 
penny, or dernier, was a tax collected all over Christendom. And it seemed 
but right that the successor of Peter should have a hand in striking the coin, 
which brings us to the subject before us, the coins of the Popes. It isa 
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curious subject, and a help to the study of history generally, and of the Church 
particularly. These coins, especially the earlier ones, are very rare. When 
a noted collector has made a specialty of them, and his collection is well cata- 
logued and put under the auction hammer, we have a good opportunity, 
indeed, the best, of knowing all that is to be known. Such a chance offered 
in October, 1875, in the sale of Henri Regnault’s very fine collection, at 
Frankfort, Germany, and strange to say, another has just occurred in our 
Western world, in the classic catalogue and auction sale of a superb series of 
Papal coins, and notably scudz, forming part of the collection of Professor 
Anthon. 

In the present sketch, we distinguish between the medals and the cozus of 
the Popes ; leaving the former for some one else to discuss. In the immense 
numismatic collection of Baron Bretfeld, (over fifty thousand pieces,) which 
was sold at Vienna in 1842, there is a department of ‘ Parpste.” It consists 
chiefly of bronze and leaden medals, numbering about fourteen hundred pieces. 
The medals go back to the second century. But it seems hard to believe that 
the Bishops of Rome, in those early ages, when most of them were put to 
death by heathen emperors, were in a position to strike medals, or cared for 
any such pastime. They are ascribed to Soter, Calixtus, and others, without 
sufficient corroboration ; so that they may have been fabricated at a much 
later date, to make up a series, just as there are modern medals of the early 
French and English kings. 

I may here insert, that Regnault’s Catalogue is.based upon the Italian 
work, ‘* Le Monete dei Papi,” by Cinagli, 1848. 

The first coinage appears to have been issued about A. D. 783, under 
Pope Hadrian. It bears his name; but victoria DNN. (2. e. Victory of our 
Lords) distinctly implies submission to the reigning emperors, East and West. 
This acknowledgment is still more pronounced on a Papal coin which bears 
the name of Lvpovvicvs Imp., which was Louis the Meek, son of Charle- 
magne. But while the one was master in things temporal, the other was 
paramount in things spiritual. Louis came near being excommunicated, and 
was only saved by the intervention of French Bishops. This coin bears three 
names : Emperor Louis, Pope Gregory, and Saint Peter. The triplicity was 
carried on for a short time, and then the emperor was dropped out. In his 
stead we observe the “ Senate and People of Rome” as in old time, with the 
high assertion ROMA CAPVT MVNDI “ Rome the head of the world.” 

It is historically affirmed that the Apostle Peter stood at the head of the 
dynasty of Popes. But we observe, that for a considerable time Peter and 
Paul were conjointly named on the coins as of equal power. In fact, it was 
not until Leo X., the famous Pope in the time of Luther, that we find Paul 
omitted, and Peter recognized as the only Rock. Afterwards this was inter- 
rupted for a brief period, but eventually Peter stood alone. 

This coining of money had become so essential a part of the papal prero- 
gative, that when the Popes retired to Avignon in France, and long remained 
there, the “ Church in the Wilderness,” they kept their mint at work. This is 
very remarkable. It shows that they did not simply strike coin as local 
princes, or for the petty “ patrimony of St. Peter.” And yet, this money, by 
its present scarcity, seems to have had no great currency. To speak gene- 
rally, the coins give us the names and pictures of the Popes, with a great 
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variety of reverse devices and legends mainly taken from Scripture, the Latin 
version of Jerome. .We have a large display of these pictorial moneys, in 
the plates of Bonneville’s folio, and in other works. They show the great 
skill and great activity of the mint artists, among the most distinguished of 
whom were the three Hameranis. 

Quite remarkable is it, that in so small a territory they should have 
maintained two mints—at Rome and Bologna. At least, there were those 
two classes of coins. Why the latter city should have a mint, at only a few 
hours’ distance from Rome, is not easy to explain, except as an ancient fran- 
chise, or as an imitation of the cities of the old world, and of the medizval 
hanseatic towns, many of them making their own money. Bologna became a 
part of the Pontifical State in 1506. It has long been famous for two things 
very unlike. The University, founded in the twelfth century, is one; and by 
reason of it the coins of that city wore the proud legend, Bononia Docet. 
The other celebrity is the Bologna sausage, which, no matter what it is made 
of, is eaten the world over. 

Some of the pieces of Bologna were very remarkable. We may instance 
the deci Zecchini, or ten sequins, of Pius VIL., ing excom- 
municated Talleyrand, the French diplomatist Bishop, about a century ago. 
It was made of absolutely pure gold, (as almost no coins are,) and was worth 
twenty-three dollars. Such coins would seem to indicate a rich people, as 
well as ‘‘a royal priesthood.” They were probably more for show than for 
use. Sixty years ago, and doubtless before and after, all payments at Rome 
above five scud (dollars) were made in bank notes, which by law could not be 
refused. As to the artistic parts, specially at the chief city, there was never, 
in the history of coin-engraving, such a rich variety of pictures, devices and 
mottoes. Both the gold and silver series were magnificent. In this fine art 
they were never surpassed. In the mechanic art their mint was considerably 
behind ; especially if we take into view, that up to the extinction of the mint, 
its machinery was very middling, and its motive power was the water-wheel. 
One is puzzled to imagine where the engraver could find so many subjects in 
a territory no larger than twice the size of Massachusetts. An old basilica or 
a new bridge must be celebrated on the coin. But the change of Popes, or 
the Vacant See, gave a fine scope to the artist. 

It must have been in obedience to a fashion of the Church, that the 
engravers of the whole seventeenth century complied with an odd taste. It 
may be owned that the human head never appears to less advantage, than 
when it is shrouded in a nightcap. And yet the Popes were exhibited in 
something very like this undress. Not the neat little tonsure as we see 
on recent coins, but an umbrageous, shapeless cap, rolled at the edge, and 
pulled down upon the ears, altogether unbecoming and unpontifical. But, ex 
vevanche, the engraver had full opportunity to display his art on the reverse. 

The legends show, as we have said, no ignorance of Scripture. They 
were usually short texts in Latin. Supra Firmam FPetram runs through 
centuries of coins. When the See was vacant, there was the promise, 7 wed/ 
not leave you Orphans (or comfortless, as in the Protestant translation). Come, 
light of all hearts, was a reference to the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove. 

Three times the Papal coinage apparently ceased. In 1798, under Re- 
publican influence ; in 1809, when the State became a department of France ; 
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and again in 1848, when the Republic was revived. These were harbingers 
of the decisive event, which was brought about by steps in the decade of 1860 
to 1870. ‘The latest date we have seen is 1869,* and no doubt this was the 
conclusion. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


W. E. DUBOIS, 





FRANKLIN’S SUGGESTION OF THE MEDAL ON THE SUR- 
RENDER OF THE BRITISH AT YORKTOWN, 1781. 


In view of the approaching centennial celebration of the victory at Yorktown, closing the 
Revolutionary War in 1781, the following correspondence between Benjamin Franklin and Robert 
R. Livingstone, with reference to a memorial of that event, will be read with interest, although 
a portion of it has already appeared in the Yournal. The medal is well known, but the pillar 
ordered by Congress has not yet risen. It is hoped that the end of this year will see the work 
begun. 


Robert R. Livingstone, Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to Benjamin Franklin. 


PHILADELPHIA, October 24, 1871. 
Inclosed you have the capitulation of Yorktown and Gloucester, by which 
a British army of 5,600 men was surrendered to the allied arms of France and 
America; and no inconsiderable fleet, with 800 seamen, to the navy of His 
Most Christian Majesty. 


Same to Same, dated Philadelphia, December 16, 1781. 


I inclose a resolution of Congress for erecting a pillar to commemorate 
the victory at Yorktown. I must request your assistance in enabling me to 
carry it into effect, so far as it relates to me, by sending the sketch they 
require, with an estimate of the expense with which it will be attended. I 
could wish it to be such as may do honor to the nations whose union it 
designs to celebrate, and, for that reason, should think the execution ought to 
be deferred till our finances are in a better situation than they are at present ; 
but as this lies with Congress only, you will be so obliging as to enable me to 
do my duty by laying the sketch before them as soon as you can conveniently 
get the same executed. 


Benjamin Franklin to Robert R. Livingstone, dated Passy, March 4, 1782. 


I will endeavor to procure a sketch of an emblem for the purpose you 
mention. This puts me in mind of medal I have had a mind to strike since 
the late great event you gave me an account of, representing the United 
States by the figure of an infant Hercules in his cradle, strangling the two 
serpents, and France by that of Minerva, sitting as his nurse, with her spear 
and helmet and her robes speckled with a few fleurs de lis. The extinguish- 
ing of two entire armies in one war is what has rarely happened, and it gives 
a presage of the future force of our growing empire.t 


* Ihave a 5 lire of 1870.—W. S. A. that the two serpents which the infant Hercules strangles, 

t This suggestion by Franklin led to the striking of the typify the armies of Burgoyne and Cornwallis, which were 
medal so familiar to American collectors as the Libertas defeated at Saratoga and Yorktown, and to which the 
Americana ; it may not however be so generally known dates on the medal allude. 
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Livingstone to Franklin, dated Philadelphia, May 30, 1782. 


I am charmed with your idea of a medal to perpetuate the memory of 
York and Saratoga. The thought is simple, elegant, and strikingly expressive 
of the subject. I cannot, however, but flatter myself that before it can be 
executed, your Hercules will have tasked your invention for a new emblem. 


Benjamin Franklin to Robert R. Livingstone, dated Passy, August 12, 1782. 


Your approbation of my idea of a medal to perpetuate the memory of 
York and Saratoga victories gives me great pleasure and encourages me to 
have it struck. I wish you would acquaint me with what kind of a monument 
at York the emblems required are to be fixed on — whether an obelisk or a 
column, its dimensions, whether any part of it is to be marble, and the 
emblem carved on it, and whether the work is to be executed by the excellent 
artists in that way which Paris affords, and, if so, to what expense they are to 
be limited. 





THE FIRST USE OF THE WORD CENT. 


In the printed Proceedings of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, for 
the year 1880, recently issued, we find some comments on the question whether the piece com- 
monly known as the ‘‘ Washington Cent of 1783,” was really struck at the time it is dated. This 
involves some other interesting numismatic and historical points, and we reprint the following ex- 
tract in relation to the coin. 


A letter was read from the Rev. Israel W. Andrews, D. D., President of 
Marietta College, Ohio, making inquiry as to whether the Washington cent of 
1783, with the inscription “ ONE CENT,” ‘ Unzty States of America,’ was really 
issued in the year it bears date ; and if it was, whether it is not the first use 
of the word cen¢ to denote the hundredth part of the unit. He writes, “ The 
term cent appears first in our legislation in 1786. Robert Morris had used the 
word two or three years before, but in a different sense. He employed it to 
indicate a hundred units. We use it to denote the hundredth part of the unit. 
If this copper token was issued in 1783, the word cent was used three years 
before it appears in the records of Congress. In fact, the designer of that little 
coin, struck in France, would seem to have invented that money term, and | 
cannot learn that the word cent is found on any other coin till after the action 
of Congress in 1786.” 

Robert Coulton Davis, the Curator of Numismatics, to whom the letter 
had been previously referred, stated that it was true, as mentioned by Dr. 
Andrews, that Robert Morris, in January, 1782, suggested that the lowest 
silver coin “ might be called a cent,” to be composed of * one hundred units,” 
and that the first use of the term in legislation was in 1786. Jefferson, in his 
notes on the establishment of a money unit in 1782 or 1783, suggests the divi- 
sion into tenths. ‘If we adopt the dollar for our unit, we should strike four 
coins, one of gold, two of silver, and one of copper, viz: 1. A golden piece, 
equal in value to ten dollars. 2. The unit, a dollar itself, of silver. 3. The 
tenth of a dollar, of silver also. 4. The hundredth of a dollar, of copper.” 
This last, however, he calls a “ penny or copper,” nowhere a cent. We know 
that in 1782 and 1783 there was much agitation in regard to the establishment 
of a mint, and in the latter year many trial or pattern pieces were made. Ina 
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statement of the accounts of the United States we find among the “ Expen- 
ditures for Contingencies ” between January and July, 1783, several items for 
dies for the mint, and in Robert Morris's diary for April 2, 1783, “I sent for 
Mr. Dudley, who delivered me a piece of silver coin, being the first that has 
been struck as an American coin,” and twenty days later, ‘ Mr. Dudley sent 
in several pieces of money as patterns for the intended American coins.” The 
silver coins here mentioned were the Nova Constellatio pieces. Now it seems, 
that, while the striking of coppers was meditated by the American mint, none 
were actually struck at that time. Yet there are four or five varieties of the 
1783 token cent, the “ Unity ” being of French manufacture, while the others 
are of English. They have always been considered to have been, and doubt- 
less were, pattern pieces, made abroad for adoption here, and all the circum- 
stances point to these pieces having been actually struck in the year (1783) 
they have stamped upon them, while the term cez¢ would seem to have arisen 
from an imperfect understanding of the decimal and unit systems of Morris 
and Jefferson. 





CLEANSING GOLD COINS. 


WE cut the following from the London Telegraph. At first sight it appears to be an exagger- 
ated statement. ‘True, the loss is only about one-thirtieth of one per cent., yet even that seems 
too large an item to be carried to the wrong side for so simple an operation. It appears to be 
taken, however, from the Mint Report, and we should like to know how it strikes our own mint 
assayers. 

Lord Palmerston defined dirt as merely matter in the wrong place; and 
we are not aware that the general soundness of this comprehensive dictum 
has ever been seriously disputed. Now, if there be one place where, more 
than another, it can be said that dirt has no business at all, many will say it is 
on the surface of gold coins. They are smooth, bright, and carefully looked 
after as a rule, and also, as a rule, are in the hands of clean people, since they 
are not employed, like coppers, in the daily traffic of poor persons, or of 
squalid industries. Yet they manage to absorb on their shiny surfaces a good 
deal of dirt. A mint report calls attention to the loss which the washing 
of gold coin involves, and the statement is certainly curious enough, whether 
the dirt is supposed to arise from circulation or from the process of coinage. 
To wash 1,000,000 sovereigns costs £311 in loss of weight, and the half- 
sovereigns suffered more in proportion. If careful cleansing releases all this 
amount of gold, it follows that the ordinary user of coin must, without know- 
ing it, dissipate in the course of a lifetime a little fortune in rubbed, “ sweated,” 
and dirtied gold. Following up the ingenious calculation of the American as 
to the buried plates from the dentists, it might seem that much more refined 
gold has returned to the earth than remains to be extracted from it by the 
work of the miner at the native ore. 





In removing an old chimney near Powhattan Court House, an old man 
found firmly imbedded in the mortar a medal awarded to the Duke of 
Cumberland. On one side of this is a battle scene with this inscription :— 
“ Rebellion justly rewarded,” and below that ‘Culloden, 16 Ap., 1746.” 
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CANADIAN NUMISMATICS. 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 


(Continued from VoL. xv, p. 59.] 


CLII. Odv. winDSOR HOTEL MONTREAL LARGEST IN THE DOMINION, 
View of the Peel Street front of the building. Above, opeNep | 28 JANy 
1878 Below, J. WORTHINGTON | PROPRIETOR 

Rev. IN COMMEMORATION | OF A | BANQUET & BALL | TO THE | GOVERNOR 
GENERAL | AND | COUNTESS OF DUFFERIN | BY THE | CITIZENS OF MONTREAL | 
FEB. 12%" & 14™* 1878 inscription in ten lines, occupying the whole field. 
Size 36m. Rt. 

The opening of the Windsor Hotel was thought by Mr. Lymburner to be a favor- 
able opportunity for issuing a medal. He therefore had dies for the above medal 
prepared, and disposed of a number of impressions at the ball, and a few to collectors, 
but the design is poor and the execution does little credit to the artist. 

CLIII. Ov. MONTREAL YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION & = £2x. 
BUILDING ERECTED | 1872 Within a circle, DESIGNED BY A. D. STEELE SUP. 
ARCH? A. C. HUTCHISON Corner view of the Association building. On the 
ground is J. S. & A. B. WYON SC. 

Rev. FOUNDED A. D. 1851+ INCORPORATED A. D. 1870 sf Inscription in 
field, BOARD OF DIRECTORS | T. JAS. CLAXTON | CHAIRMAN | THOS. CRAIG | TREAS- 
URER | ALF. SANDHAM | SECRETARY | E. V. MOSELEY G. YOUNG | W. CLENDINNENG 
C. ALEXANDER | N. S. WHITNEY J. TORRANCE | E. K. GREENE H. A. NELSON | H. 
LYMAN D. MORRICE | R. IRWIN L. PATON | W. REID | EX OFFICIO | HON. J. FERRIER 
M. L. C. | PROF. J. W. DAWSON | LL.D., F.R.S. Size 4s m. Rt. 

The Montreal Young Men’s Christian Association claims to be the first organized 
association of the kind. This medal, therefore, not only commemorates the erection of 
its building, but records the inauguration of the pioneer of what has become one of the 
powers of this continent. 


CLIV. Odv. Same as the last. 

Rev. Ribbon inscribed, FoUNDED A. D. 1851 INCORPORATED A. D. 1870 
Oval medallion at top, with head to right, inscribed 1. JAMES CLAXTON * PRESI- 
DENT* Inscription in field, orricers 1871-1872 | VICE-PRESIDENTS | JAMES 
BAYLIS HUGH WATSON | F. J. KELLER GEO. YOUNG | TREASURER SECRETARY | 
THOMAS CRAIG ALF. SANDHAM | COMMITTEE | GEO. BISHOP A. H. CAMERON P. LAR- 
MONTH | J. HOUGHAN J. A. BAZIN D. BENTLEY | R. G. BROWN JAS. ROSS C. S. J. 
PHILLIPS | JOS. RICHARDS F. W. RADFORD | S, CALDECOTT J. M. M. DUFF | W. SLOAN 
Cc. CUSHING Under the ribbon, J. Ss. & A.B. WYON sc. Size 45m. R 2. 

It was thought well, when striking a medal commemorative of the erection of the 
building, and which recorded the names of the Building Committee, to strike another, on 
the reverse of which the names of the regular officers for that year should be handed 
down to posterity. 


CLV. Ov. Same as CLIII. 
Rev. Plain. Size 45m. R 6. 


One or two only were struck with plain reverses. They were intended as presen- 
tation medals; the name of the recipient and the object for which it was given were to 
have been engraved on the reverse. I am not aware that any were so presented. 

CLVI. Odv. Same as the reverse of CLIV. 

Rev. Same as the reverse of CLIII. Size 45m. R 6. 
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This may be rightly termed a mule, as neither obverse nor reverse differ in any 
particular from the two reverses previously described. Mr. Sandham, the Secretary of 
the Association, had at that time completed his work on the Canadian Coins, and was 
therefore all enthusiasm as a numismatist. To this cause we may attribute not only the 
multiplication of varieties, but the striking of the original medal. 


CLVII. Odv. - WESTERN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH MONTREAL , ORGANIZED 
1874 Corner view of church building with spire in right hand corner. HuT- 
CHISON & STEELE ARCHITECTS on ground work. 

Rev. CORNER STONE LAID JUNE 10” 1876. Fx. “AND THEY WERE ALL 


WITH ONE | ACCORD IN ONE PLACE” Inscription in field, pastor. | REV. GEORGE 
ANDERSON | CHURCH SECRETARY. | J. REDPATH DOUGALL | COMMITTEE. | JOHN 
RITCHIE WILLIAM P. WEIR | THOMAS PARKER J. H. M°FARLANE. | JOHN C. SMITH 


J. W“. OSBORN. | CHARLES CUSHING. Underneath the inscription are two palm 
branches crossed. Size 45m. R 2. 

A copy in white metal was presented to each of the Sunday School scholars who 
took part in the ceremony of laying the corner stone. I gave a description of this 
medal in the Canadian Antiquarian, Vol. V, page 43. 


CLVIII. Odv. T. JAMES CLAXTON * SUPERINTENDENT * Bearded head 
to the right ; under the head, J. s. & A. B. WYON SC. 

Rev. * RUSSELL HALL SUNDAY SCHOOL * MONTREAL. Within a wreath of 
oak leaves to the left and maple leaves to the right is an open book inscribed 
HOLY BIBLE Entwined round the lower part of the wreath is a ribbon in- 
scribed SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES Under the wreath, J. s. « A. B. WYON SC. 
Size 45m. R 2. 

A white metal impression of this medal was presented in 1872 by Mr. Claxton to 


each of the scholars of the Russell Hall Sunday School. At that time the school num- 
bered over six hundred ; yet very few of the medals are now offered for sale. 


CLIX. Oédv. Same as the last. 

Rev. Plain. Bronze. Size 45m. R 6. 

I only know of one impression with a plain reverse. The dies for the Claxton 
medal were ordered through Mr. Sandham, and he had the above medal struck for his 
own collection, hence its existence. 


CLX. Odv. VERE NOVO TERRA COLENDA EST £2. GRANDESCUNT AUCTA 
LABORE A winged boy (the god of labor) to the left digging. To the right, 
L. C. WYON. F. 

Rev. UNIVERSITAS COLLEGII MSGILL * MONTE REGIO «** Within a wreath 
of laurel, HENRICUS | CHAPMAN | DoNAVIT At the top of the wreath, the arms 
of the College, consisting of a shield, with three doves to the left, surmounted 
by the crown ; below the shield is a scroll, with the motto, IN DOMINO CONFIDO 
Under the wreath, L.c. w. Size 45m. R 4. 


This medal was founded by Mr. Chapman in 1856, and is competed for annually 
by the Graduating Class. It is awarded to the highest honor student in classics. 


CLXI. Oév. ALBERTUS EDVARDUS ARTIUM LIBERALIUM FAUTOR CANADA 
VISA D. . 1860- Head of the Prince of Wales to the right ; under the head, 


C. F. CARTER SC. 
Rev. UNIVERSITAS M‘ GILL. MONTE REGIO. Arms and motto of the College 


surrounded by a wreath of maple leaves to the left and oak leaves to the right. 
Size 4om. R 4. 
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Founded by the Prince when he visited Canada in 1860. It is awarded for logic 
and mental and moral philosophy. Although hardly equal to Wyon’s work, this medal 
shows a high degree of art, and Carter, whose place of business is in Birmingham, is a 
medallist of no mean standard. 

CLXII. Odv. sciENTIS - MATHEMATICIS - ET: PHYSICIS + FELICITER » EXCUL- 
tis x A beardless head to the left: behind the head, NEwron; under it, 
J. S. & A. B. WYON SC. 

Rev., * UNIVERSITAS MS GILL MONTE REGIO*® IN DOMINO CONFIDO Within 
a wreath of laurel, ANNA | MOLSON | Donavir | 1864 At the top the Molson 
arms, consisting of a shield with six crescents. Size 45m. R 4. 

Founded by Mrs. John Molson for competition by honor students in mathematics. 
John Molson was a brother to the issuers of the token of 1837. 

CLXIII. Odv. GULIELMUS E. LOGAN: EQUES Head to the left; under 
the head, J. s. WYON sc. 

Rev. :AD: GEOLOGIAM: ET: SCIENTIAS: NATURALES : EXCOLENDAS: GUL: 
E: LOGAN: EQ: D: 1864 Within a wreath of maple leaves, UNIvERsITAs | 
MEGILL | MONTE | REGIO At the top the arms and motto of the College. 

Sir William Logan was for many years Director of the Geological Survey of 
Canada. He was an enthusiastic geologist, and encouraged the study in Canada in 
many ways. This medal is given for competition among students in geology and 
natural sciences. 

CLXIV. Oév. yustintanus Full-faced bust of Justinian crowned. To 
the left a globe surmounted by a Maltese cross ; to the right an ancient roll 
inscribed, pAN | pec | TAE Below the roll, J. s. & A. B. WYON SC. 

Rev. A ribbon inscribed aD- NOM: ELIZABETH : TORRANCE, PERPETUAND : 
MARIT : JOANNES: TORRANCE: INST: 1864. Within two palm branches, UNIVER- 
sITaAs | MSGILL | #4#4# | PRA&MIUM | IN | FACULTATE | JURIS| #44 | ## | + At 
the top the arms of the College crowned. Size 45m. R 4. 

Presented to the College by John Torrance for competition by the students in the 
faculty of law. The medal was founded in memory of his wife, ey on the sugges- 
tion of his son, Judge Torrance, who received his degree of B. C. L. from this College 
in 1856. 

CLXV. Obdv. sHAKSPERE 1564-1616 Bust of Shakspere to the left ; 
under the bust, J. s. & A. B. WYON SC. 

Rev. MS GILL- COLLEGE. MONTREAL Within an ornamented cross sHAKs- 
PERE | TERCENTENARY | 1864 The top and bottom of the cross are round and 
the sides pointed. The angles are filled with ornamental scrolls. At the top 
are the arms and motto of the College; below is a ribbon inscribed ror 
ENGLISH LITERATURE. Size 45m. R 4. 

The institution of this medal may be ascribed to Mr. T. D. King, who is an enthu- 
siastic admirer of Shakespere. He advertised a meeting for the purpose of striking a 
medal in honor of Shakespere’s tercentenary. Finding himself the only one present at 
the meeting, he constituted himself Chairman and Secretary, passed a series of resolu- 
tions, and carrying out these resolutions, soon had sufficient funds collected with which 
to defray the expenses connected with the founding of this medal. 

CLXVI. Odv. INMNOKPATHZ Bust of Hippocrates to the left; under 
the bust, c. F. CARTER SCULP. 

Rev. IN MEMORIAM ANDRE& F. HOLMES M.D. LL.D. Within a wreath of 
laurel, FACULTAS | MEDICINZ | DoNAvIT At the top the arms of the College, 
with a ribbon inscribed UNIVERSITAS M°GILL MONTE REGIO. 

VOL. XV. II 
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Founded in 1864 by the Medical Faculty in honor of Dr. Holmes, who was for 
many years Dean of the Faculty. The medal is awarded to the highest student in the 
Graduating Class. The art on this medal is good, but the finish is not equal to those 
struck by Wyon. 


CLXVII. Oédv. # GUILIELMUS SUTHERLAND M. D.# OB. MDCCCLXXV Head 
to the left, with a small tuft of beard under the chin. Under the head, c. F. 
CARTER SC. 

Rev. AD SCIENTIAS CHEMICAS EXCOLENDAS CATH. SUTHERLAND INST. Within 
a wreath of maple leaves, UNIVERSITAS | M°GILL | PRAMIUM | IN | FACULTATE | 
MEDICINA At the top the arms of the College. Size 42m. R 4. 

This, with the last, the one following and No. CLXI, were engraved by Carter, 
and they seem to be the only medals he has so far struck for Canada. They are well 
executed, especially the one under consideration. It was given by Mrs. Sutherland in 
memory of her late husband, Prof. William Sutherland, M. D., for competition in classes 
of theoretical and practical chemistry in the Faculty of Medicine. 


CLXVIII. Odv. NIL SINE MAGNO LABORE Helmeted head of Minerva 
to the left. Resting on the drapery on the neck isasnake. Under the head, 
C F CARTER SC. 

Rev. A slender wreath of laurel enclosing Hoc PRa&MIUM | INGENII BENE 
CULTI | REGIA SCHOLA | MONTIS REGALIS | DONAVIT D. DAVIDSON | TuLIT At 
the top the arms of McGill College. Size 40 m. R 5. 

Mr. Davidson was for many years President of the Bank of Montreal, but having 
been offered the position of Manager of the Bank of Scotland, he resigned his position 
in Montreal and has since resided in Edinburgh, Scotland. He still continues his 
annual gift of this medal in gold to the High School, Montreal. When the Protestant 
Board of School Commissioners was organized, the High School was handed over to 
their control by the Governors of McGill College. The same dies with the College 
arms are retained for the medal given under the Commissioners. 


CLXIX. Oév. PROTESTANT BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 
CITY OF MONTREAL» Two shields; the one to the left bearing the arms of 
the Province of Quebec, and that to the right those of the city of Montreal. 
Around the shields are festoons of fruit and fancy scroll work ; to the right 
of the scroll work, J. s. & A. B. WYON. 

Rev. # HIGH SCHOOL OF MONTREAL # WILLIAM MURRAY PRIZE + FOUNDED 
1874 Within a wreath of laurel, FoR | GENERAL | PROFICIENCY | IN | SCHOOL | 
strupIEs Under the wreath, J. s.& A.B. WYON. Size 57m. R 4. 

Mr. Murray in his will left provision that a prize should be founded, to be presented 
annually to the Boys’ High School. The Commissioners decided that the prize should 
be in the form of a silver medal ; dies were therefore ordered from the Messrs. Wyon. 
A second prize in the shape of a bronze medal is also offered. 

CLXX. Odv. Same as the last. 

Rev, * HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS: MONTREAL * FOUNDED 1875 Within a 
wreath of laurel, FoR | GENERAL | PROFICIENCY | IN sCHOOL | stuDIEs Under 
the wreath, j.s.& A.B. WYON. Size 57m. R 4. 

This medal varies but slightly from the last, the only difference being in the 
inscription. The Commissioners considered that as the Boys’ High School had two 


medals, it would be well to provide something in the direction of awards for the Girls’ 
High School ; they therefore founded this medal in 1875. 


CLXXI. Odv. Same as CLXIX. 
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Rev. FOR GENERAL PROFICIENCY IN SCHOOL STUDIES « A wreath of laurel 
enclosing a plain centre ; under the wreath, J. s. « A. B. WYON. Size 57 m. R 4. 

This variety is intended to be competed for in each of the common schools under 
charge of the Commissioners. It also differs from CLXIX only in the inscription on 
the reverse. The centre is left plain, that the name of the school may be engraved 
thereon, as well as that of the winning scholar. The design displayed on these three 
medals seems to lack the high art common to the medals struck by the Messrs. Wyon. 


CLXXII. Odv. Joun rRoTHINGHAM Naked bust, with side whiskers, to 
the left ; on the truncated part of the bust, J. MoorE F. 

Rev. A heavy wreath of maple leaves enclosing THE | BRITISH | AND | 
CANADIAN | SCHOOL Size 50m. R 5. 

John Frothingham was for a long time one of our prominent hardware merchants, 
and although he has been dead some years, the firm of Frothingham & Workman, of 
which he was the head, still continues to do a flourishing business. The British and 
Canadian School is the longest established of any common school in Montreal ; it also 
has passed under control of the Commissioners. The medal is still presented annually 
in bronze by the executors of the estate. 


CLXXIII. Odv. Head of the Prince of Wales to the left; under the 
head, caqu&. F | GRAVEUR DE S. M. L EMPEREUR 

Rev. Inscription in the field, EDUARDUS ALBERTUS | PRINCEPS CAMBRI& | 
PROVINCIAM CANADENSEM | FAUSTA PRASENTIA HONORATAM | PERLUSTRANS | IN 
UNAQUAQUE NORMALI SCHOLA | PRA:MIUM IN SINGULOS ANNOS | MUNIFICE INSTI- 
TUET, A.D, MOCCCLEE. ‘| Mw sss ee! SCHOLA |..... MER ET CONS | A. D. 18 
Size 55m. R 5. 


This is one of a number of munificent gifts by the Prince of Wales, presented to 
Canadian educational institutions during his visit in 1860. The Hon. P. J. J. O. Cha- 
veau was at that time Deputy Minister of Education for Canada East, and he ordered 
the dies to be engraved by the chief French medallist. The face is beardless and has 
apparently somewhat of a French cast. 


CLXXIV. Oév. x PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE * MONTREAL View of the Col- 
lege building. It is of Norman architecture, with a wedge-shaped tower. 
On ground work to right, G H LOVETT. 

Rev. x CHRISTINA PRIZE®X FOUNDED 1874 _ Inscription, alternating with 
three bars in centre, AWARDED TO|.......+++- £5 CREEL | SESSION | 

see Sem. BS: 


This medal was presented in silver by Mr. Sandham, calling it the Christina prize, 
in honor of his wife. The dies are by G. H. Lovett of New York. 


CLXXV. Odv. Joun catvin 1509-1564. Bust of Calvin to the right, 
with cap and drapery ; under the bust, J. s. & A. B. WYON SC. 

Rev. * PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE * MONTREAL Att the top of the field, stu- 
DENTS PRIZE | FOUNDED 1872 Size 39m. R 5. 

This medal was founded by general subscription among the students. The Pres- 


byterian College was organized about ten years ago as a Divinity Hall, and is affiliated 
with McGill University. 


CLXXVI. Ov. # CALVARY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH MONTREAL # OR- 
GANIZED 1874 Building as in CLVII; on ground work, ERECTED 1876 

Rev. CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. A. MONTREAL FOUNDED A. D. 1839 
A triangular shield surmounted by a crown; on the shield is a Latin cross, 
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and an open book inscribed pi | sci | TE. | A. | ME. Underneath the shield is 
a ribbon inscribed SUMMUM. STUDIUM IN VITA JESU MEDITARI Size 45m. R 2. 

The design on the obverse of this medal is the same as that of CIseVII. The 
church having adopted the name of Calvary instead of Western, the old die was altered. 


A copy of the deed of gift will be found in the Antiquarian, Vol. VII, page 21. This 
medal has been awarded annually in silver since 1878. 


CLXXVII. Oév. EDWARD MURPHY DONOR FOUNDED A: D: 1873. Head 
to the left, with moustache and full side whiskers. Under the head, J. s. « 
A. B. WYON 

Rev. CATHOLIC COMMERCIAL ACADEMY MONTREAL Within a wreath of 
maple leaves, FOR THE | ENCOURAGEMENT | OF | COMMERCIAL | EDUCATION with 
a shamrock above and a beaver below. Size 45m. R 3. 





Mr. Murphy is a member of the firm of Frothingham & Workman, the head of 
which founded the medal for the British and Canadian School. I have given a full 
account of this medal in Vol. V., page 186 of the Antiquarian. 


CLXXVIII. Oév. ALBERT EDWARD PRINCE OF WALES Head of the 
prince to the left. Under the head, J. s. wyon sc. 

Rev. BISHOP'S COLLEGE + LENNOXVILLE~+ CANADA PRIZE FOVNDED BY H.R. H. 
fHE PRINCE OF WALES 1860. A triangular shield surmounted by a bishop's 
mitre. The shield has a Latin cross, with an open book in the centre, below 
the shield, is a ribbon inscribed RECTI CVLTVS PECTORA ROBORANT The shield 
rests on a back ground of lattice work. Size 45m. R 5. 

Lennoxville is a small village about a hundred miles east of Montreal. The aim 
in establishing this college was to make the place a kind of Canadian Oxford. So far 
the village has little if any of the true classical atmosphere, while the college is hardly 


known beyond its precincts, save as a training school for boys. The reverse of this 
medal is the most beautiful of the Canadian series. 


CLXXIX. Oédv. NATURA FORTIS INDUSTRIA CREscIT. View of the citadel 
of Quebec, with a ship under full sail in the distance. In the foreground is a 
female figure seated to the right. Her left hand is extended, while she holds a 
cornucopia; in her right, before her, is a beaver, and behind a beehive; at 
her side is a shield, with a lion to the left. On the groundwork is J. MOORE 

Rev. HIGH SCHOOL OF QUEBEC Within a wreath of maple leaves, THE | 
HENRY FRY | ENGLISH | PRIZE. Size 45m. R 5. 

Henry Fry is a merchant who amassed considerable wealth in the lumber business 
in Quebec, and his name has long been associated with Quebec enterprise. This medal 
is by the same artist as the Frothingham medal, J. Moore, of Birmingham. I do not 


know of his having prepared any other dies for Canadian medals. The design is chaste 
and highly creditable to the artist. 


CLXXX. Odv. UNIVERSITE LAVAL QUEBEC. Within an inner circle, 
DEO. FAVENTE+ HAUD. PLURIBUS. IMPAR Between palm branches is a shield 
quartered ; in the upper left is a Latin cross, in the lower a balance ; in the 
upper right an open book, and in the lower a snake twining round a rod. 
From behind the cross issue upwards a number of rays, among them a Maltese 
cross and four dots. 

Rev. PRIX DE POESIE FRANCAISE A wreath of laurel enclosing a plain 
field ; at the top, within two palm branches, a shield bearing an open book. 
Size 4om. R 4. 
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This medal is by Lovett, and seems both in design and execution much inferior to 
his later works. It is presented annually in gold, silver, and bronze, for competition 
among the students for the best poems in the French language. Sandham, in his 
Supplement, No. 57, describes another similar medal with the inscription, “ Prix d’elocu- 
tion.” Iam confident that no medal of this description has ever been struck. 


CLXXXI. Odv. PRAMIVM DEMERS HIS. VTERE. DELICUS A hermit’s cave, 
with a hermit seated to the left reading a large volume; in front of him is an 
antique lamp. The groundwork is inscribed BLACK. STARR & FROST N. Y. 

Rev. BACCALAVREVS. IN. ARTIBVS IN SEMINARIO QVEBECENSI Within a wreath 
of laurel, MAGISTRI | MEMOR | DiIscIpVLvs Size 45m. R 6. 

The hermit and his cave in this medal are poorly executed, showing that it must be 


the work of an inferior artist. This is called the O'Reilly Medal, and is given annually 
in gold to the highest member of the graduating class in Laval University. 


R. W. MSLACHLAN. 


(To be continued. } 





MULES AND MULING. 


THE use together, in order to strike one piece, of two dies not intended 
to be so joined, is known to us by the exactly appropriate and expressive 
name of muling. The French call the result of such union “ médailles 
hybrides.” The custom of so using dies, whether intentionally or accidentally, 
can be traced far back. I have made no attempt to discover ancient mules, 
except in the Roman series ; and in Cohen's work on the Coins of Imperial 
Rome, they are immediately found under Faustina, senior and junior, Lucius 
Verus, Alex. Severus, Julia Mamza, Etruscilla, Salonina, Claudius II., and 
probably more. It is not worth while to attempt to follow the custom through 
medizeval and modern times, since the subject of present consideration is the 
position of the United States in this respect. And it has been left for us to 
turn into ridicule what ought to be a matter of curious interest ; and to dis- 
gust the numismatic student of history or art by the production of muled coins 
and medals, which are disgraceful absurdities in each of these respects. To 
some of these mules it is proposed to call attention here, stating facts with as 
little condemnation as possible. 

First, it must be said, that it is often difficult to draw with positiveness 
the line between legitimate issues and mules, especially in the case of “ pattern 
pieces.” A die may be cut with the intention of using it with more than one, 
and the enlarged use may be perfectly appropriate and proper. Again, one 
die of a coin or medal may break, and the new die be intentionally changed. 
Instances of both of these cases are easily found. To begin with our numis- 
matic history of a century ago, one of the most curious groups of mules may 
be seen on Plate VII of Crosby’s Early Coins of America, being the “ Con- 
federatios ” and allied pieces, nearly all being justly patterns, and several now 
existing in only one specimen. Leaving out the two Nova Cesarea combina- 
tions, which were issued for currency, and adding the Washington obtained 
by Mr. Crosby since the publication of the plate, we find thirteen dies so 
combined as to give fifteen pieces instead of six and a half. Four of these 
dies are almost identical with four other, each pair perhaps being prepared 
simply to offer a choice between two. But of the whole group, who shall 
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venture to say which were intended to be used together? Mr. Crosby makes 
no such attempt, nor is it proposed to do so here. Among them, however, 
are three manifest absurdities, pieces with a date on each side, the two dates 
being different. 

In this country in the present century, we find illustrations of the most 
objectionable muling, as regards pattern coins in the issues of the U. S. Mint, 
and as regards medals in the productions of private hands. Each of these 
will be carefully considered. And first we notice the half-dollars of 1838. Of 
this year half-dollars of only one design were issued for circulation, but various 
patterns were prepared, viz., two obverse dies and three reverses, which may 
all justly be combined to form six designs, though I know of only five as 
existing. But the dies of the regular issue were joined with the pattern dies 
to form several perfectly meaningless mules, which fortunately exist in hardly 
more than one specimen each. In 1839 there were two half-dollars issued for 
circulation, and without any reason both of the obverses were muled with one 
of the pattern reverses of 1838. In the half-dollars of 1859 we find a similar 
state of things, only far worse. There was the half-dollar of circulation, and 
patterns were prepared, one of a special obverse and reverse, and another 
obverse with three alternative reverses. But the first pattern obverse was 
muled with the other three reverses, making a piece wzthout any name of 
country, and the second pattern obverse was muled with the other pattern 
reverse, and with the reverse of the regular issue, the result reading UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 0x both sides. Could anything be more absurd and worthy 
of condemnation? In the patterns for five-cents of 1866—7-8 there certainly 
are mules, but classification of the many dies is difficult. Of 1866, however, 
there is one which reads IN GoD WE TRUST 0x both sides. 

In the matter of medals our record is still worse, but here the blame does 
not belong to an institution of the government. Various persons have caused 
to be struck a large number of mules deserving utter condemnation, and 
unfortunately it is, so far as I know, the head of Washington which has most 
suffered. To the beautiful and interesting series, which is rightly connected 
with his name, have been added a lot of mongrels of every degree of mon- 
strosity and baseness, many of them falsifying history, of which medals should 
be the closest preservers, and most, if not all, sinning against good taste and 
the requirements of art. I have had some thought of carefully studying my 
whole series of Washingtons, and mentioning all the mules; but immediately 
found that this would be too great an undertaking. Therefore I shall only 
notice a few of the more conspicuous. 

The obverse of the medal of the Washington Temperance Society is 
found muled with that of the Mechanics Literary Association of Rochester, 
with head of Franklin. The obverse of a Washington, with inscription, ** Unity 
of Government is the main pillar of Independence,” was muled with both 
obverse and reverse of a Harrison medal of 1840. The obverse of Merriam’s 
larger Washington has been muled with both obverse and reverse of the 
medal on dedication of the new Masonic Temple and with others. The 
obverse with inscription Pater Patria was muled with both obverse and re- 
verse of the medal or ticket of Mobile Jockey Club. The obverse of Bolen’s 
Washington was muled with both obverse and reverse of a ticket or check of 
the Apollo Gardens. The obverse of the Washington “ Security ” was muled 
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with both obverse and reverse of a copy of the Bermuda shilling, and with 
others. The Centennial Washington of 1832 has been muled with the reverse 
of Dickeson’s coin-safe, making one of the most objectionable, though sur- 
passed by the combination of two other Washington obverses, (which have 
themselves been joined to form a double-header,) each with reverse of the 
shield of Edward Willis Parsons, who has thus made for himself a notoriety in 
numismatics, which I cannot consider desirable. Lastly, for the many centen- 
nial medals of 1876 several earlier Washington reverses were, not unnaturally, 
but still wrongly, joined as mules with new reverse dies. These are only a 
part of the number of Washington mules which have been struck, but enough, 
I hope, to show how the beautiful legitimate series in his honor has been 
injured. Perhaps I feel especially bitter about Washington, as I have always 
taken particular interest and pride in my series of medals to him. Some of 
the mules with his head have been given to me by the originator, but | would 
rather have only half the number I own, if each were an honest medal, and 
no mules were in existence. Of course, I feel nothing but condemnation for 
such a group as was lately sold in New York, some fifty mules, which a 
misguided collector caused to be struck each in one specimen. 
W. S. APPLETON. 


JUDGES’ MEDAL, FRENCH EXPOSITION. 


SeveraL Medals have recently been received in this country by gentlemen who served as 
Judges in the late French International Exhibition. We take the following description of one of 
these from a New York paper. 


Dr. ANTOINE RupPaANER is just in receipt, through ex-Governor McCor- 
mick, of a medal sent to him by the French Government, in commemoration 
of his services while member of the International Jury at the Paris Exhibition 
of 1878. The class in which Dr. Ruppaner was one of the judges was devoted 
to food and alimentary substances —the No. 75—which is among the most 
complex and difficult of classes to study. The medal itself, of bronze, is a 
very fine specimen of the medallic art. On the obverse, the genius of l’rance, 
laurel-crowned, with outstretched arms presents wreaths to figures emblematic 
of art, science, mechanics and commerce. In the background is seen an 
outline of the exhibition building. The figures are draped, and all hold the 
various insignia of their calling. At the base, under the figures, is a nymph, 
indicative of the Seine, and on the right are the arms of the city of Paris, 
a galley under full sail. The reverse is composed of two flying figures, 
who hold a scroll, from whence unrolls the ground plan of the Exhibition. 
Around the obverse the legend is ‘ Exposition Universelle Internationale, 
MDCCCLXXVIII.” On the reverse, on top, * République Frangaise,” and 
around the rim the following, which we translate: “ Plan of buildings of the 
Exposition of the Champs de Mars and of the Trocadéro.” On the face of 
the medal in Roman text is struck: “In 1878, the eighth year of the French 
Republic, Marshal MacMahon, Duke of Magenta, being President ; Teisserenc 
de Bort, Minister of Commerce and Agriculture ; J. Baptiste Kranz, Senator 
and Commissioner, the Universal Exhibition was held.” The designer of this 
medal is Oudine. The whole subject is powerfully treated, the figures standing 
out in bold relief, while the mechanical execution cannot be surpassed. 
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CURIOUS DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT COINS. 


In the Mardorf Forest, a picturesque district of Upper Hesse, a considerable 
number of ancient golden coins has recently been discovered. These valuable relics of 
antiquity appear to belong toa prehistoric age. They resemble thick buttons, concave 
on one side and convex on the other, and bear no date, effigy or inscription, but are 
rudely ornamented with bars and curves, roughly executed. Their intrinsic value is 
about equal to that of the British sovereign or German double-crown. The manner of 
their discovery, as narrated in the Neu Preussische Zeitung, was singularly quaint. On 
the 18th ult. the Mardorf swineherd was feeding his pigs in the woods on the so-called 
“Goldberg,” near Améneburg. The weather was still very cold, and his wife, who 
brought him his dinner wrapped up in a cloth, finding the wind blowing severely while 
she was waiting for him to finish his meal, reproached him for choosing so exposed a 
spot whereupon to pasture the herd. He replied, jestingly, “Who knows? As I am 
on the Gold Mountain perhaps I shall find a treasure!” and, as he spoke, his eye was 
attracted to a mole-cast just then being thrown up by an industrious four-footed sapper. 
Glittering among the freshly-turned earth he espied a piece of gold, which he promptly 
picked up and exhibited in triumph to his astonished spouse. The news of his dis- 
covery spread rapidly through the neighborhood, and next day the Mardorf Forest folk 
flocked to the Goldberg, where they proceeded to dig with energy, their exertions being 
rewarded by the unearthing of more than one hundred well-preserved specimens of this 
ancient and hitherto unknown coinage. 


A “FIND” OF HALF DOLLARS. 


A GENTLEMAN in Meriden, Conn., known as a persistent coin collector, has recently 
come in possession of a lot of half-dollars, from the first year of their coinage down to 
1838. A large proportion of these half-dollars are uncirculated—that is, just as they 
came from the Mint press. There is a curious history connected with these coins. 
During the war, a man living in Georgia had saved from year to year a great number of 
half-dollars. He seemed to have obtained them direct from the Mint. Alarmed by rebel 
incursions, and equally afraid of a visit from Union soldiers, he made them up into 
several parcels, placed them in iron boxes, and buried the boxes in the ground. Some 
four years ago he died. Just previous to his death he revealed to his heirs where the 
money was buried, and they readily found part of the treasure, but it was only after a 
long search that the whole was discovered. There were originally several thousand of 
these half-dollars. 





FIVE-FRANC PIECES OF THE COMMUNE. 


At the French Mint are now shown specimens of a coin which will be the blue 
ribbons of numismatists of the future. These are five-franc pieces struck during the 
reign of the Commune. At first sight they have all the appearance of coins of like 
value under the Empire; but there is a difference, and it thus occurred: When the 
Communists began to run short of cash, they wanted to coin some new-fashioned money, 
but were informed that no workman competent for the task could possibly be got, 
Consequently they were compelled to go on using Napoleon’s dies. Camelinat, however, 
who was then Master of the Mint, bethought him of a slight innovation. On one side 
of the five-franc pieces of Napoleon are three emblems, one of which is a bee, represent- 
ing the sign of the Director of the Mint. Camelinat replaced the bee by a trident. 
About 1,200,000 francs of these coins were struck, but had hardly been completed when 
the troops entered Paris, and nearly all of them were sent to be melted. Those pieces 
which escaped will be placed in cabinets beside the “lock of hair” issue, which the 
Emperor Napoleon III. suppressed. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


December 3. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the 
report of the last meeting, which was accepted, and announced donations: from G. F. 
Ulex, of Hamburg, of a medal in three metals, celebrating the visit of American Turners 
to that city in 1880, and from the American Numismatic and Archeological Society, of 
a pamphlet with Proceedings at its Twenty Second Annual Meeting. The President 
announced a donation from Mr. J. N. T. Levick, of New York, of a medal on the Repub- 
lican Presidential victory ; for all of these the thanks of the Society were voted. Messrs. 
Green and Marvin were appointed a Committee to nominate, at the annual meeting, 
officers for the coming year, and Mr. Davenport was appointed Auditor of the Treasurer's 
accounts. The Society adjourned just before 5 P. M. 

1881. Fanuary 7. The annual meeting was held this day. The Secretary read 
the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. Dr. Green, for the Committee to 
nominate officers for this year, reported the names of the former board for re-election ; 
this report was accepted and adopted. The Treasurer said that he had not yet been 
able to prepare his annual report, and promised it for the next meeting. Mons. H. Hoff- 
man, of Paris, was elected a Corresponding Member. Mr. Marvin showed a fine silver 
medal of Lord Nelson, with reverse inscription NELSONIC CRIMSON OAKES 1808, and 
various emblems resembling Masonic. Mr, Woodward exhibited several pieces, includ- 
ing Rutter’s rare store-card, and a Jefferson-head cent of 1795, which latter he offered 
for consideration whether an issue of U. S. Mint or counterfeit of the date. The Secre- 
tary showed coins of 20 lire and 5 lire of King Humbert of Italy, who is stated to have 
as yet issued no others. The Society adjourned at 5.10 P. M. 

Ws. S. APPLETON, Sec. 





AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. 


A Speciat MEETING of the American Numismatic and Archzological Society was 
held on the evening of December 21, 1880, at No. 30 Lafayette Place, President Anthon 
presiding. Mr. Richard P. Lounsberry, of New York, was elected a Life Member, and 
Mr. Barclay V. Head, of London, an Honorary Member. The Vice President, Mr. 
Hewitt, presented the model of a medal prepared by Mr. G. L. Feuardent and Mr. Chas. 
Osborne, commemorative of the erection of the obelisk in New York. 


The design is an obelisk, and at its base, on two shields, are the arms of New York and of 
the United States. In the centre of the medal there is a rising sun, emblematic not only of the 
worship of the Egyptians, but of the leading feature in the shield of New York. The motto 
which surrounds it is, Discipulus est priori posterior dies, an iambic from Publius Syrus, to be freely 
translated, *‘ Let to-morrow profit by the lesson of yesterday.” On the reverse is, ‘‘Quarried at 
Syene, and erected at Heliopolis B. C. 1640. Removed to Alexandria and erected there B. C. 23. 
Removed to New York by Lieut. Com’d H. H. Gorringe, and erected there under his direction, 
A. D. 1880. R. B. Hayes, President.” The Committee to arrange form and details of this 
medal are Messrs. Hurlbut, Stebbins, Sullivan, and Hewitt. The Society fully indorse the char- 
acter of this highly artistic medal. It is understood that in order to commemorate this event, a 
certain number of these medals wlll be struck and distributed as prizes among the leading pupils 
at the public schools in the city. 

Mr. Feuardent made some interesting remarks on the origin of obelisks. After reviewing 
what is known of their history, and pointing out that the motive for their invention was still a 
mystery, he proposed a comparison between the large and small obelisks and the sacred stones 
worshiped by the ancient Greeks. He combated the suggestions of those authors who held that 
these sacred stones were aerolites, because traces of man’s handiwork could be found on them. 
Before archeology was understood, the belief was held that celts, such as were discovered by 
peasants in the ground after rain storms, were stones hurled from heaven, and these were called 
‘‘thunder stones.” It is evident, he thought, that the old Greeks and Egyptians, on finding such 
prehistoric stones, worshiped them, believing them to be of divine origin. Several celts of wedge- 
like form were exhibited. It was from these primitive forms, he thought, that obelisks were first 
shaped ; they represented the prehistoric axes, only increased in grandeur and proportion. 
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The coins presented for examination by the Society were for the major part Egyptian. 
One was the double stater in gold of Ptolemy, another was a small gold coin of the successor of 
Alexander to the throne of Egypt, which was of great artistic beauty. The collection also con- 
tained a coin of Queen Arsinoe, widow of Lysimachus and of Ptolemy Ceraunus, sister of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus. One large gold piece, in splendid order, represented on the obverse the portrait of 
the Queen, with veil and diadem, and on the reverse a double horn of plenty. A silver coin was 
also of the period of Arsinoe, and was scarcer than the gold one. Both these coins showed the 
refining influence of Greek art. Notwithstanding the eventful life of the Queen, she must have 
retained during a long period her beauty. As remarkable as any piece in the Gorringe collection, 
was one of Ptolemy III. In wonderful preservation, and among the handsomest in the Greco- 
Egyptian collection, but the very rarest of them all, in gold, was the one of Berenice. On one 
side of the coin was a figure of the Queen veiled, sister and wife of Ptolemy Evergetes. This 
coin, which in weight would be worth about $20, has a probable value abroad which is more than 
a hundred/fold its intrinsic worth. The bronze coins were equally remarkable, but there was one 
which perhaps was unique, struck at Alexandria, and commemorative of Queen Zenobia ; the 
value of this coin, about as large as a nickel, was estimated to be about the same as for the gold 
coin of Berenice. One large bronze medal bore the bust of AZlius Caesar, Hadrianus’s favorite ; 
one small coin of Commodus was curious, from having on it a vessel sailing toward the Pharos, 
the lighthouse of those days. 


A special vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Feuardent for his highly interesting 
paper, and to Commander Gorringe for his kindness in permitting us to inspect his very 
rare and interesting specimens. Prof. Anthon presented, in behalf of the Society, to 
Com. Gorringe, as a slight token of their appreciation and respect, a First Brass Coin 
of the Emperor Trajan, the reverse bearing a representation of Trajan’s Forum with the 
obelisk set up in it by him. The Curator, Mr. Wright, reported three donations to the 
Cabinet from Messrs. I. F. Wood and W. Poillon. 

Exhibitions being in order, Prof. Anthon exhibited a complete series of thirty-nine 
Medal Dollars of Louis I., King of Bavaria. When this king ascended the throne, he 
conceived the idea, in conjunction with his die cutter, (Voigt,) of illustrating the various 
important events of his reign. The obverse of all presents his portraits. The reverses 
are various; Monuments to the Bavarians who fell in Russia in 1812; Departure of his 
son Otho to assume the Crown of Greece ; Building of the first Railroad in Germany ; 
Erection of the Walhalla; Equestrian Statue of the Elector Maximilian ; Statue of 
Albert Durer, etc. This collection probably cannot be matched in the United States ; 
the owner has been fifteen years in its formation, which is just completed, having 
received the last piece from Europe during the past week. The pieces were almost all 
in proof condition, and were accompanied by a catalogue illustrated by electrotype 
fac-similes of remarkably fine execution. Adjourned. 

Ws. Poitton, Secretary. 





NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


A meeting of the Society was held Feb. 3, President Price in the chair. Among 
the donations were various coins, etc., from Mr. A. E. Richards, of Florence, Italy, 
including a leaden Bulla of Pope Gregory XIII. in very fine condition. The Numis- 
matic Society of Vienna presented, through Mr. Phillips, a medal commemorating the 
tenth anniversary of its foundation,* which is especially interesting, as the planchet is 
composed of ancient coins melted down, and bears an inscription to that effect. Dr. 
Maris presented a phototype plate of New Jersey Cents, illustrating his new monograph 
of that coin. It is a perfect work of art, exhibiting all the known varieties of obverses 
and reverses of the “ Nova Caesarea.” 

A communication was presented from Mr. A. E. Richards, of Florence, Italy, giv- 
ing an account of the recent sale of coins belonging to Cavaliere Rossi, and of the 
prices realized by the most important pieces. Mr. Hart, also, read for the author, the 
Rev. Horace Edwin Hayden, of Wilkesbarre, Pa., a paper on “ The Soldiers’ Medals 
issued by the State of West Virginia as Tokens of Respect” to those of her citizens 





* See page 21 of this volume for a full description. 
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who served in the armies of the United States from 1861 to 1865. During the reading 
of this paper the medals described were severally exhibited to the Society, having been 
kindly sent by Mr. Hayden for that purpose. The Committee on Numismatics reported 
that the rules already in operation at the Mint for the distribution of coins, medals, etc., 
are proper and correct, and that it had to rely upon the integrity of the Superintendent 
of the Mint to have them enforced ; that it recommended the “ Annual Assay Medals” 
should be struck in bronze and sold regularly with the “Sub-National Medals.” The 
Committee also recommended that proof impressions of the gold coinage should be 
disposed of in separate pieces as well as in the regular sets. A silver medal, issued by 
King George V. of Hanover, commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the battle of 
Waterloo, was presented to the Society. Medals awarded at the Geneva Expositions of 
1868 and 1870 were exhibited, and one of Arnold von Winkelried, the hero of liberty, 
issued upon the occasion of the Swiss rifle meeting in 1861, all cut by Bovy. 

Mr. Westcott Bailey exhibited a silver idol from Peru, near Lake Titicaca, and read 
the following article in relation to it:— This silver idol, according to the limited amount 
of information derived from the possessor, was brought from Peru about two years ago 
by Dr. J. Brunet, of London, England. It appears that it came from the region in the 
neighborhood of Lake Titicaca, and was in use by the lower class of natives inhabiting 
that section of the country. It is stated that the women of that region who are troubled 
with barrenness, assemble once a year for the purpose of paying their devotions to this 
particular god, of which they are said to possess a number of idols. They place the 
object of their worship on some kind of a rude altar, and perform dances of various 
kinds in its presence; during the ceremonies considerable intoxicating liquor is in- 
dulged in. The mark on the cheek of this idol represents a quid of coca, such as the 
natives are in the habit of chewing. The idol was procured through the bribing of one 
of the natives to steal it during the progress of the drunken revelry. 





NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 


At the Annual Meeting, December 21, 1880, the following gentlemen were elected 
as officers for the ensuing year:— President, Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau ; Vice Presidents, 
Edward Murphy, Hon. Judge Baby; TZvreasurer,G. A. Holmes ; Curator, William Mc- 
Lennan ; Secretary, Fras. H. Reynolds ; Editing Committee, Henry Mott, Thomas D. 
King, C. S. Baker, C. T. Hart. 





COIN SALES. 


WE have some interesting Coin Sales to chronicle during the last quarter, but must condense our 
notices of them considerably for want of room. 


THE MERCER COLLECTION. 


Mr. Woopwarp's Thirty-Third Sale took place at Bangs & Co.'s New York City, Dec. 8, 9, 10, 
1880; the collection of Mr. Robert W. Mercer, of Cincinnati, Ohio. The Catalogue of 69 pages, com- 
prised 1704 lots. In addition to coins, the collection contained a large number of Coin Catalogues, an 
assortment of Fractional Currency, Union Envelopes, Minor Gems, etc. We quote a few of the prices 
as follows :— 1793, Cent, (flowing hair, 7, rev. 5,) $23; 1799, Cent, very fine, 25; 1804, Cent, broken 
die, dark steel color, very fine, 13.50; 1796, Half Cent, 14.25; 1858, Dollar, splendid proof, 35; 1796, 
Half Dollar, 15 stars, considerably circulated, still fine, 40; 1797, Half Dollar, not equal to the last, 32; 
1878, Twenty Cent piece, splendid proof, 3.75; Set of unique Washington Medals in silver, of the Cen- 
tennial Series, 8 pieces, 16.50; Store Card, Leighton’s Premium Shirts, New Orleans, 5.10; Cents.— 
1793» chain, 18.75; do. lettered edge, 15; 1795, thin planchet, uncir., 18.50; 1804, perfect die, 12; do. 
broken die, war Half Cent, 1793, uncir., 8.50; 1879, Stella or Goloid set, 18.25; Doubloon of Bolivia, 
1834, 19.75. The collection was not equal in extent to most of those offered by Mr. Woodward, but it 
contained a fair number of fine and rare pieces, and the sale was entirely satisfactory. 


THE BATES COLLECTION. 


Messrs. G. A. Leavitt & Co., New York, sold on the ee of December 15 and 16, a large 
collection of American and Foreign Coins, Medals, etc., formerly belonging to Mr. T. T. Bates, of 
Traverse City. The Catalogue, by Scott & Co., contained 36 pages and 1057 lots. Among the more 
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interesting pieces we note the following:— Dollar of 1794, v. r. and g. $39; ’98, small eagle, 13 stars, 
6.20; 1838, flying eagle, v. g. 28; °39, do. 27; °54, fine, 7.25; Washington Cent, 1791, large eagle, 4; 
Indian Medal of George III., silver, size 48, 23; New York Soldiers’ Medal, 10; Confederate Cent, "61, 
5.50; Die for Confederate Half Dollars, mutilated, 5 ; Shilling of Cromwell, 1658, 6; ’93, Chain Cent, 
7; 97, uncir., 7; ‘99 over 98, v. g. 10.10; do. perfect date, 19; 1804, broken die, 12; Half Cent, ’40, 
br. pr. 9.50; Scotch Crown, James VI., 1582, 6.50; Half Dollar, 1794, 6; ‘97, v.g. 40; do. 1815, 5.25; 
*36, Gobrecht head, 7; Confederate Half, restrike, 5.10; Quarter of 1853, po arrows or rays, 9.12; Dime, 
1802, 6.10; Crown of Gustavus Adolphus, 1617, 6.40; Double Crown, Maximilian I., 1509, plugged, 10; 
a copy of Lee’s Roman Imperial Profiles, 158 plates, 11. The sale generally was a satisfactory one. 
THE JENKS SALE 

Mr. W. ELLioT Woopwarp sold the Collection of Mr. Wm. J. Jenks, of Philadelphia, in New 
York, at the rooms of Messrs. Bangs & Co., January 10-13. The Catalogue, 114 pages, contained 2500 
lots, of which upwards of one quarter were Ancient Coins. There were also many English pieces of early 
date, and the usual variety of Medals, Coins, etc., and a great many Coin Sale Catalogues. 

Considerable criticism on Mr. Woodward's descriptions has been made, together with unfavorable 
comments, because some of the Ancient Coins proved to be counterfeit. We have no disposition to 
criticize Mr. Woodward's critics, or on the other hand to assail that gentleman’s method of conducting his 
sales; these are matters which the Yournal prefers to leave the parties most interested to settle among 
themselves. It is our part merely to chronicle the sale and mention the prices obtained ; but as this sale 
has excited so much comment, we simply add that we think some of the severe things which have been 
written concerning Mr. Woodward have come from critics who overlooked the fact that Ae did not guar- 
antee the pieces, but in his preface distinctly states that Mr. Fenks does, with some exceptions named, 
and among these the Pescennius Niger. As to the latter piece, he suggested the Possibility that it might 
be the piece once in the Royal Cabinet of France. There is no claim that, if it was that identical piece, 
{which seems not improbable,] the French coin was genuine. On the contrary, several writers have 
distinctly impugned the genuineness of that specimen [see Humphrey, p. 344, and many others], which 
of course is well known to all collectors of Antiques; and in mentioning this coin, in the last number of 
the Yournal, we thought it unnecessary to allude to such a notorious matter: yet the presence of this 
coin has caused some very hard things to be said, which strike us as unjust. We may mention further, 
that this is not written either at the suggestion or with the knowledge of Mr. Woodward or any of his 
critics. 

Among the prices obtained were the following: —Tetradrachm of Athens, head of Minerva, $8 ; 
Messana, do., 7.25; Side, do., 7.50; Pentadrachm of Ptolemy I., 37; Tetradrachm of Demetrius I., 
8.25 and 10.75; Shekel of Simon Maccabeus, 35; Half do., 27.50; Stater of Philip II., 17,25; Denarius 
of Julius Caesar, 6.75, and 5; Aureus of Vespasian, 12.50; do., Marcus Aurelius, 13.25; do., Pescennius 
Niger, 35; do., Valens, 9; do., Gratianus, 8.80; Rose Noble, Edward III., 12.45 ; Gold Noble, Henry IV.. 
g; Angel, Henry V., 11.50; do., Henry VIII., 10.60; Crown, Edward VI., 9.75; do., Elizabeth, 8.75 ; 
Briot’s Pattern Half Crown, of Charles 1., 6.10; Unit or Broad of same, 10; Silver Pound (Oxford 
money) illus., 47; another, similar, 39; others, slightly varying, 1643 and 1644, 41 and 66; Half Pound, 
1642, 16.50; do., 43, 23.50; do., 44, 10; Crown, do., *42, 10.50; Ormond Crown, 8; Crown of Crom- 
well, '58, 18.50; Half do., proof, 14; Crown of William IV., 1831, sp. pr. 33; Penny of Charlemagne, 
4.50; Three Roubles of Nicholas I., Russia, Platinum, proof, 23; Siamese Bullet Money, 7 pieces, 13.25 ; 
Anam, 4 pieces, a set in silver, 18.50; old Chinese Silver Dollar, 10.25; Obang of Japan, gold, at its 
bullion value, 95; Rickett’s Token, (See Yournal, Vol. XII, p. 53,) §; Washington Eccleston Medal, 
sp. pr. 7; Two Dollar California piece, 7.10; Cent of 1793, Crosby F. 7, 9.25; Louisville Medical Medal, 
7; Season Medal of Washington, 17.57; Washington Half Dollar, 11.25. Most of the pieces brought 
very good prices, and the financial result of the sale was quite a success. 


W. ELLIOT WOODWAKD’S THIRTY-FIFTH SALE —THE HITCHCOCK COLLECTION. 


Mr. Woopwarp sold in New York, at the rooms of Messrs. Bangs & Co., January 14, 1881, the 
collection of Dr. T. S. Hitchcock, formerly of Tucson, Arizona, now of Omaha, Nebraska. The Cata- 
logue contained 25 pages, and the collection comprised just 500 lots, of which 163 were Coins; the 
remainder Currency, Catalogues, Seals, Pistols, Battle-axes, Arms, Implements and Dresses of the Indians, 
Prehistoric Stone Implements, etc., etc. None of the coins were remarkable, but all brought fair prices. 
A Premium Medal of the Centennial Exhibition, bronze, $11; original Kearney Cross, with portrait, 10; 
various silver Badges of small size sold very high, 50 cents to 2.10 each; Grant and Sherman 15 c. Note, 
5-75; Battle-axe of the 16th Century, 17; Roman Spear-head, 5.25; Cabinet of Minerals, 20.25; Cigar- 
ette Case in silver, Mexican work, 6.50; a collection of Pistols, many of which were very curious, one 
the property formerly of the Pirate Raphael Semmes, brought 92.90, an — of 3.32 each; an im- 
mense Chinese idol sold for $1. Stone implements brought good prices: an Axe from Arizona, 8.75; 
long Pestle, Arizona, 7; Adze, Arizona, 3.75; Spear-head ol cae form, 2.25; small Aztec Stone Dish, 
34 inches in diameter, found 14 feet under ground, near Tucson, 10; small Stone Ring, 4; Corn Cracker 
of globular form, 3; Grooved Axe, Long Island, 4; six others, from 1.25 to 3.75; some Spear and 
Arrow-heads, 74 in number, sold for 16.25. We understand that the sale was very satisfactory to the 
owner, as we think it might well be. 


HARZFELD’S SIXTEENTH SALE. 


Mr. S. K. HARZFELD sold at the rooms of Messrs. Bangs & Co., New York, on Monday and 
Tuesday, January 24 and 25, the collection of Mr. H. Rogers, of Philadelphia, and of the late Mr. Hoof- 
nagel, of the same city. The Catalogue, 52 pages, contained 1414 lots, among them some rare American 
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coins and medals, and a large number of Oriental coins. We name a few of the prices received. A 
proof set of Cambodia, 1860, 7 pieces, $8; an original Silver Medal presented to Lt. Read for gallantry 
in the action with the frigate Macedonian, 20; Indian Peace Medal of Jackson, 6; Henning’s Medal of 
Washington Irving, 12.10; Vermon Auctori, rev. Columbia, 1785, only three known, 20.25; Half Dollar 
pattern, ‘* defiant eagle,” 1838, 22; '97 Cent, v. f. 6.20; ‘99, do., from Merritt Collection, 25.10; 1803, 
unc. 7; 1804, cracked die, very rare, 10; Half Cent, 1840, v. f. 7.25; Mormon Half Eagle, 8.87; Dollars, 
1839, flying eagle, v. f. 36.50; 1852, sharp, proof, 52.50; 1854, v. f. and r. 22.20; Dime, 1822, unc. v. f. 
15. Many other po brought ey gt | good prices. We regret to learn that Mr. Harzfeld’s 
exertions at this sale brought on a severe attack of illness, from which he has hardly yet recovered. 


COGAN’S SALE. 


FEBRUARY 14 and 15, Messrs. Geo. W. Cogan & Co. sold at Messrs. Bangs & Co.’s, a varied and 
valuable collection of gold, silver, and copper coins and medals, including ancient Roman, Jewish, early 
and modérn French and Revolutionary pieces, and others of interest. The Catalogue, 70 pages, con- 
tained 1265 lots. The prices generally were low, and buyers secured many good bargains, although the 
& medals and coins went at high prices; an impression of the Libertas Americana, silver, very fine, 

rought $25; one in bronze, 4.40; a proof set of 1878, 9 pieces, 8.50. 


BALTIMORE SALE. 


In Baltimore, the recent formation of a Numismatic Society has led to holding several sales. We 
mention the ‘‘ Third,” which took place on Tuesday and Wednesday, February 22 and 23, 1881; the 
Catalogue was prepared by Dr. George W. Massamore, contained 26 pages and 818 lots, principally of 
American coins, with some interesting Medals, old currency, and Continental money, etc. 


SMITH & SAMPSON’S SALE. 


FEBRUARY 28, Messrs. H. P. Smith & H. G. Sampson, of New York, sold a collection of coins, 
including rare and valuable early English coins, two Proclamation Medals of Charles III., copies of an- 
tique gems, and some Numismatic books of value. The Catalogue, 28 pages, contained 665 lots, but the 
prices received were quite discouraging. 

CHAPMANS’ SALE. 


Messrs. S. H. & H. CHAPMAN sold a small collection of Coins and Medals, the latter embracing 
quite a variety of Medical Medals, at the rooms of Bangs & Co., New York, March 2, 1881. The Cata- 
logue, 26 pages, contained 500 lots. We quote a few prices: —A Dollar of 1795, similar head to ‘94, v. f. 
$9; Proof set of 1878, 8.75 ; Half Dollar of 1815, unc., 11.05; Dime of 1805, v. f. 8; Medical Medallion 
of Morgagni, 5.50; Coin of Crotona, 6. These were all which sold for $5 or more. The Temple of 
Honor piece was offered as *‘ Masonic?” It is curious to notice how this Medal, which is quite common, 
puzzles the dealers. The Medical Medals sold at an average price of $2.50, which seems quite low. 


HASELTINE and Frossard held sales in March, to which we shall refer in our next, but particulars 
have not yet been received. 
COMING SALES. 


We learn that Mr. Marvin has sold his collection of Masonic Medals to Mr. Woodward. The 
destination of the collection is, of course, the auction room. These medals were collected by Mr. Marvin 
as aids to him in his work entitled ‘* The Medals of the Masonic Fraternity,” and cost him a large amount 
of labor, time and money. We are very sorry that the collection, instead of being dispersed, could not 
have gone into the possession of some of the Grand Lodges of this country, for its value is very great as 
illustrating Masonic history; it is not a mere collection of medals, but an epitome of all that relates to 
exoteric Masonry. 

We understand that Mr. Poillon of New York possesses a very extensive and valuable cabinet of 
‘* Masonics.” With this possible exception, Mr. Marvin's is the largest we have ever heard of in this 
country, numbering as it does considerably more than four hundred varieties, and comprising several in 
gold, and a great number in silver, including many of the very rarest known; full descriptions of which 
will be found in the work referred to. 

In due time Mr. Woodward will issue an elegant catalogue, profusely illustrated with engravings, 
and containing several Heliotype plates, which will be sent on application to Lodges and collectors. 


‘THE first week in April Mr. Woodward holds his 36th and 37th Sales. On the 4th to 7th inclusive 
he offers the Clogston Collection of Coins, etc.,—2556 lots, and on the 8th and gth, Memorials of the 
War, Corps Badges, Medals, Politicals, etc. We understand that Mr. Harzfeld has also a sale in prepa- 
ration, which would have been catalogued ere this, had his health allowed. Messrs. Scott & Co. and 
other dealers announce sales to be held shortly. 





‘*Ou, that tiresome Jones!” says Smith ; ‘‘ what an everlasting bore he is with his dreary 
talk about mineralogy, that nobody but he cares anything about.” Then Smith goes on to pour 
into Brown’s outraged ear, for the fiftieth time perhaps, a long story of his researches in numis- 
matics, a matter in which Brown is no more interested than he is in the origin of species or the 
final restoration of the Jewish nation to the Promised Land. 
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OBITUARY. 
JACQUES EDOUARD GATTEAUX. 


Jacques Epouvarp GATTEAUX, a French sculptor and medallist, who was better 
known to the last generation than to this, died lately at Paris, aged ninety-three years. 
He was born in Paris in 1788, and was the son of Nicolas Marie Gatteaux, also a distin- 
guished engraver of Medals, who died in 1832. The father engraved in 1798 the Prize 
Medal for the Ecole de Medicine, which is considered to have been his finest work, and 
made some valuable inventions and improvements in the mechanical department of 
engraving. He also engraved the Revolutionary Medals of Gates, Wayne, and Stewart. 
The son engraved Medals of La Fayette, of Racine, Montaigne, Corneille, and others. 
A statue of Minerva from his chisel, which he made in 1836, was purchased by 
the French Government. Among his best known works, are the colossal busts of 
the first Napoleon and of his second empress, the busts of Rabelais at Versailles, of 
Michael Angelo in the Louvre, and the statues of Triptoléme in the Tuilleries, and of 
Anne de Beaujeau in the garden of the Luxembourg. The series of Medals designed 
by him is continuous from 1813 to 1871, when a mob of Communists sacked his house 
and burned it, to the destruction of the dies and many of his Medals. He obtained 
during his long life many Prize Medals and Orders. 


JONAS HALLENBERG. 


AT a recent meeting of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, a paper 
was read by Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., on this eminent Swede, better known as an antiquary 
and a historian than a numismatist ; we print an abstract below. A Medal in his honor, 
the dies for which were cut by Madame Lea Ahlborn, of the Swedish Mint, has recently been 
struck in his memory, and an impression is in the Cabinet of the Boston Numismatic Society. 


Jonas HALLENBERG, historian, philologist, and numismatist, was born of peasant 
parentage on Nov. 7, 1748, in the province of Smaland, in Sweden. He was adopted 
by his mother’s brother, Andres Hallenberg, a teacher in the village of Wexio, and 
received there his earliest education until the age of twenty-one years, when he attended 
the University of Upsala, soon winning for himself a name for studiousness and abilities, 
and in 1776 being rewarded with the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. He became Assist- 
ant Teacher of History under Professor Georgius, with the well-founded expectation of 
succeeding him in the position, but being disappointed in his hopes in 1781 he left the 
University and came to Stockholm to reside as one of the officials of the Royal Archives, 
and in 1784 was appointed Royal Historiographer. He had already begun his prepara- 
tions for a life of Gustavus Adolphus, which appeared in print in 1790-96, but owing to 
lack of appreciation on the part of the Swedish public only five volumes were published. 
At the reorganization of the Royal Swedish Academy of Belles-Lettres, Antiquities 
and History, in 1780, Hallenberg was chosen to fill one of the three seats which the 
Academy had at its own disposal, but even here he met with no greater encouragement 
to continue his labors than he had received from the world at large. Heart-sick at the 
lack of appreciation, he abruptly terminated his historical researches, and devoted the 
rest of his life to philosophy and numismatics, in which field he likewise speedily be- 
came distinguished, receiving in 1802 the appointment of head of the Department of 
Numismatics in the Royal Collection. He was now fifty-five years of age, but still full 
of enthusiasm and fire with which he bestirred himself in his new field of usefulness. He 
received the decoration of the Order of the Polar Star in 1809, at the coronation of Carl 
XIII, and in 1812 the title of “ Kanzlei Rath,” and in 1819 was ennobled. He died in 
Stockholm on October 30, 1834. He is considered as one of the most reliable and 
impartial writers on Swedish history, and his works evince evidence of most careful 
study and preparation and an intense devotion to the interests of truth, 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 


In reply to the query in Yournal of last October, concerning Mr. John Andrews, we refer 
readers who are interested, to our first vol., pages 26, 27. At present we have nothing to add to 
that notice, but shall be most happy to print any new information of value concerning this early 
collector. 


Curious typographical blunders are constantly coming to light, and no office is free from 
them; sometimes they are peculiarly exasperating. In a recent coin Catalogue, where the cor- 
rector wrote dele 1, the intelligent compositor inserted dct into the centre of a word, thereby pro- 
ducing a fearful and wonderfully made word, not to be found in any dictionary. In a newspaper 
account of the proceedings of an Antiquarian and Numismatic Society in a neighboring city, some 
action was recently taken for celebrating the Centennial of the first Amerian edition of the Bible ; 
in the heading of the article the intelligent compositor called it the first American dofi/e. Types, 
whatever that may mean in the numismatists’ vocabulary, give them something to study, always. 


A Paristan archeologist has discovered in the Mouffetard quarter a bronze vase, containing 
seventy-five coins bearing the effigies of Tetricus I. and Tetricus II. (third century) and a case of 
surgical instruments of the epoch in silver. 


BOOK NOTICE. 
A Description oF 268 Varieties oF Unitep States Cents, 1816-1857, IN THE COLLECTION 
or Frank D. AnpREws. 16mo., paper, pages 54. Vineland, New Jersey, 1881. 


Since Dr. Maris, in 1870, published his little book on the Cents of 1794, a work which by 
the way deserves and has received high praise, with the exception of Mr. Crosby's able article on 
the United States Cents of 1793, published in this Journal, with an illustration, arranged and 
furnished by Mr. J. N. T. Levick of New York City, nothing has been printed comprising any 
important information on the subject of the copper issues of the United States Mint. It is true 
that from time to time articles have appeared in various publications, announcing the discovery of 
rarities and umigues, many of these discoveries being of much interest and of some importance. 
At this time a series of articles is being published on the United States Cents and Half Cents, 
but the method of description is so dark and so deep, that it requires to follow it a greater knowl- 
edge of mathematics and a larger supply of implements than the ordinary numismatist can 
command. We do not forget that a work has been issued within the period named, which the 
author modestly states is ‘‘ A Contribution to the Numismatic History of the United States”; but 
as this work merely presents in a somewhat different arrangement the labors of Matis and Crosby 
and nothing more, it adds nothing to the original literature on the subject mentioned. But we 
have within the compass of 54 pages, presented in the most unpretentious form, and apparently 
with no consciousness on the part of the writer that he has produced anything of consequence as 
the result of original investigation, a mass of information which we think will agreeably sur- 
prise collectors of American Cents. 

The author's method of identification is so simple that half a dozen lines suffice to explain 
it all, and his descriptions are so clear that they cannot be mistaken. He describes 268 distinct 
varieties * of Cents issued by the Mint during the period of forty-two years, and amongst them 
are many which, if before observed, have certainly never before been described or mentioned. 

To illustrate the difference between a book which records the result of original investigation, 
and of one that was written for show, but without a show of preparation or knowledge, a few 
parallels are given. For convenience, we will refer to the work under consideration as A, and to 
the ‘‘Contribution ” as C. 

- 1816. A describes nine varieties ; C asserts there are ten, but gives no descriptions. 

1817. A describes fourteen varieties; C says there are at least twenty-two, but mentions 
only eight. 

1818, 1819, 1820. A describes twenty-four varieties ; C asserts that in the making of these 
cents at least thirty-four pairs of dies were used, but gives us nof information upon the subject. 

1824 to 1838. A describes ninety-four distinct and well-marked varieties; C passes over 
the same dates, giving one line to each, with the repeated remark, ‘‘slight varieties” ; after one 


* We cannot endorse the use of ‘varieties’ by our other word, and it may even be enough to say that the 
critic, though found in the pamphlet under review; the dies vary in such and such particulars. — Zditors. 
cents of each year certainly differ somewhat from each t This is not exactly the case; but the descriptive words 
other, because not from one die ; but as these differences are few, and rather indefinitely used.—Zdi¢ors. 
are often accidental, they ought to be described by some 
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date he says, ‘‘three varieties,’ 
more marked than previous,” which certainly is a contribution to Numismatic History, when we 
consider that the varieties under this date are no more marked than, and not so numerous as 
some others. But we will not follow this parallel, which grows more striking as we proceed, 
further than to say, that in the period from 1839 to 1857 inclusive, A fully describes one hundred 
and fifteen varieties, each one so well defined that it cannot be mistaken ; C mentions but twenty, 
and describes not one, but gets over the matter very easily by stating that the differences are 
scarcely of sufficient importance to be noticed. * 

The edition of Mr. Andrews’ book is limited to 40 copies, part of which he has distributed 
amongst his numerous friends ; for the remainder he says, should any one desire a copy, the price 
will be twenty-five cents. We suspect the edition will not last a great while, and are sorry that 
Mr. Andrews did not make it much larger, for of this book it may be fruly said ‘‘a work of 
absolute necessity to collectors of American copper coins.” w. 





EDITORIAL. 


Witx this number we complete another volume of the Yournal of Numismatics, and one 
which we hope will compare favorably with its predecessors. For the new one, to begin in July, 
we hope to retain all our old friends, and shall be greatly obliged to them for their efforts to 
increase the circulation of the oldest Numismatic Magazine in the country. 


Tue Boston Numismatic Society has lately received from Mr. G. F. Ulex, of Hamburg, a 
pamphlet called ‘‘ Pestilentia in Nummis,” being the privately printed Catalogue of the collection 
of medals belonging to Dr. L. Pfeiffer, of Weimar, comprising, as the title implies, medals on 
Epidemics, as the Plague, Yellow Fever, Cholera, and Small Pox, on the subject of Inoculation 
and Vaccination, by Jenner and others, and on Famines, Floods, etc. It is a very curious work. 

Tue Society has also just received from Mr. T. O. Weigel, of Leipsic, the second part of 
the first volume of the Dictionnaire Numismatique of Alex. Boutkowski, completing the volume. 
It reaches 1280 columns, or half as many pages, and has not yet gone beyond the time of Augus- 
tus, nor does it appear that even his reign is finished, though it may be so. We have already 
written of the work in terms of praise, and would add here that it is especially a proof and monu- 
ment of two things, the wonderful interest and importance of ancient numismatics, and the 
extraordinary devotion and patience of the author. If, as seems only too likely, he do not live to 
finish the work, what he will have done, or even has done, will be a noble. memorial to him, as 
well as a useful help to all students. 

Since the article on Mules and Muling was in type, it has come to notice that the Yournal 
for November, 1866, contains a very similar communication, printed anonymously. Will the 
author step forward, claim it, and receive thanks for having so written so long ago! 

We hope to print in the next number of the Yournal an article by Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., 
on the crowns, head-dresses and methods of ornamenting the hair, which were in use among the 
Greeks and Romans, as shown on Ancient Coins; we were unable.to give it in this issue, to our 
regret. 





CURRENCY. 


A New Mint Master. —‘‘ Edwin Booth is coining money in London.” 


Notuine is so wholesome, nothing does so much for people’s looks as a little interchange of 
the small coin of benevolence. 

Some may think slightly of the Good Samaritan’s gift. Who cares for Awo-pence? But in 
those days, duo denarit would pay for two days’ labor, and would have kept the wounded man that 
long at a country inn ; so that it was quite liberal for a stranger. 


* In the volume denoted by C, this remark is made the method of Mr. Andrews, we are by no means sure that 
only of the cents from 1844 to 1854 inclusive.— Zditers. he does not over-estimate the matter.— Editors. 
t While our critic does not perhaps value too highly 


after another, ‘‘two varieties,” and appends to 1835 ‘‘ varieties | 











